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President’s
Message
By Terry Jackson
How about this weather for driving our LBC’s?
Absolutely incredible. I’ve had a couple of good
drives in the Triumph. And a beautiful drive earlier
this week on the way back from Knoxville.
Unfortunately I had to make this drive in the big ole’
Chevrolet Traverse instead of my Triumph. Please
don’t kick me out of the club for this shortcoming!
But a beautiful drive nonetheless. Scott is attaching
a couple of pictures from me to share. We all are
extremely fortunate and blessed to have these sights
and roads…all within a few hours from where we
live.

year’s Board positions. Please, please give some
serious thought---starting now---regarding how you
can contribute to our club in either an existing
activity, or Board position, next year. The vibrancy
of your club needs some new volunteers. Talk with
one of the current Board Members or Officers any
time!

Welcome New Members
Greg & Debra Bentzel
Salem, SC 29676
1967 Austin Healey 3000
Terry & Jean Carter
Greenwood, SC 29646
1979 Triumph Spitfire
Mark & Cathy Enslin
Taylors, SC 29687
1957 MGA

We’re entering the final
phase of the countdown for
the Hilton Head Concours
show. Many, many thanks
to Wayne and his team for putting together a great
event. Heck this would be a fabulous drive and
overnighter for the club even if our cars weren’t part
of the Showcase!
Make sure to look for info regarding our Christmas
Party. Hooray…we can have one this year! It’s at a
great venue in Greenville. RSVP early to make sure
you have a spot. Charlie is working hard to pull
together an excellent event.
As you can tell….we’ve got an active club. In this
article I have barely scratched the surface of what we
have going on. There’s one significant reason we
are as vibrant as we are….VOLUNTEERS.
Volunteers to lead activities and to take Board /
Officer positions. We have a full slate of Board and
Officer positions going into next year. But I must be
honest…it was very difficult again this year. We
almost had to make some serious decisions
regarding the club due to lack of support for next
THE OPEN BONNET

Pete & Pat Jakubek
Anderson, SC 29621
1970 MGB-GT, 2012 Mini Cooper S
Syd Chipman & Janet Marshall
Hendersonville, NC 28739
1952 MGTD Replica
Phillip & Jill Scott
Greer, SC 29651
1978 MGB

On The Cover

The FBCC explored a number of wonderful
places during the October 21 special group
drive, The Dark Corner Heritage Tour
arranged by David and Julie Benson. This
event highlights the continuous member
contributions which provide fun and
interesting club activities. Please don’t
hesitate to take the initiative and set up
something for all of us to enjoy. It’s what
makes our club unique.
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HILTON HEAD IS HERE!
By Wayne Telman

Our FBCC showing at the Hilton Head Island Motoring Festival Car Showcase is
next Saturday, November 6! Approximately forty (40) FBCC members will make
the journey to beautiful Hilton Head Island (HHI). While there, many of your
fellow club members will attend the Saturday Car Showcase and the Sunday
Concours d’Elegance. The Saturday car showcase features vehicles from
approximately twenty (20) carefully selected car clubs throughout the United
States. Your FBCC is one of those chosen few.
FBCC’s field at the car showcase will feature nine (9) of our club’s finest
vehicles. Unfortunately, due to medical issues, the tenth vehicle (1947 MGTC)
is not able to make the field. Communication with the car showcase and HHI
management revealed that it was too late in the process to accommodate an
alternate vehicle being selected and fielded. Bummer!
So, that aside, for those of us who will make the journey, have a wonderful time
and enjoy the festivities! Please be safe and enjoy the efforts of the HHI team.
Bring your lawn chairs and join the FBCC exhibit on Saturday. We are hopeful
that our apparel will stand out among the various exhibiting clubs. Certainly, our
LBCs will.
For those of you who have graciously agreed to exhibit your vehicles and have
made a significant financial expenditure – a resounding THANK YOU.
Hopefully, FBCC will bring home several of the forty (40) to fifty (50) awards that
will be presented at Saturday’s car showcase!
For the FBCC car showcase committee members, Mike Barefield, Curtis
Orlowski, Steve Chase, and Scott McCombe; many thanks for your diligence
and efforts over the months in “bringing this home”. You guys deserve a big
round of applause!
For those of you who are new to FBCC and to those who, like me, may enjoy a
refresher; here is FBCC’s field of vehicles. Enjoy the view!
THE OPEN BONNET
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Hilton Head Blues
By Wayne Telman
You know that old saying, “When it rains, it pours”? I
have been spending lots of time recently getting the
Bugeye ready for Hilton Head Island (HHI). I have
converted all but headlights to LEDs, new fuel tank
with dual element sender, finally have a functional
gas gage, have a new radio (parts to repair the old
one are not compatible), completely rewired,
newly rebuilt wiper motor and so on. Last Friday, I
was firing up the engine following every electrical
change and wire connection with the dash hanging
down as I closed in on completion. What an
exhaust note! We went out of town
Saturday returning Sunday. Back to the garage
Monday and NOTHING!

Well, I was going to
order a spare coil in
preparation for
HHI. Are these
devices somehow
telepathic? How does
a coil know that a
spare is in our
future? Is this revenge
failure? Now there are two coils on order. Oh yes,
second day air is
invoked. I will not be
beaten. The Bugeye
will be in Hilton Head!
In closing, why do we
continue to do this to
ourselves?

Total frustration on Monday while trying to figure out
what is going on. High reduction starter cranking
away - carbs spitting out mist as they sorta / kinda
backfire. What happened to Friday's success? Am I
cursed?
Tuesday is consumed with doctor
appointments. You young folks probably don't know
about those yet.
Wednesday it's all about taking care of HHI car
showcase items and troubleshooting the
Bugeye. Coil to distributor wire continuity test
reveals an open circuit. In fairness, there has been
oil impregnation. Eureka! So off goes Wayne to the
local NAPA store. Guess what. They don't sell
individual parts any longer. Feeling really old now as
the clerk who has white whiskers kind of smirks
when he tells me no parts are available and haven't
been for years. On to O’Reilly’s Auto Parts. Low
and behold a kit. Back home and make up a new
coil to distributor wire. Good continuity check. Now
we're cookin'! Connect battery power and turn that
ignition key and …….nothing.

Fix It Yourself! Submitted by Gerald Petter from the
2021 International Automotive Photography Awards

Oh no, not again. Distributor cap off. Can see
arching between points as they open and
close. Electrical magic. That leaves about one
thing. That shiny, chrome plated coil may have gone
south on me. Out comes the coil and guess
what. Yup, the secondary is open. No spark to the
plugs. Some time ago, I heard an LBC enthusiast
tell another LBC enthusiast that the reason his LBC
wouldn't start and run was because there was too
much chrome under the bonnet. I can now relate.
THE OPEN BONNET
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The 9/25/21 Autumn In
The Mountains Show
By Jud Chapin
The editor wishes to apologize for not including this with
last month’s pictures of this wonderful event.
The drive up was enjoyable and the drive back was also
enjoyable. The car show was awesome. Well over 200
cars entered. A great venue on a grassy plain next to a
brewery. Can't get much better that that. Friday dawned
chilly, overcast and foggy. We (Sandy with me and Jeff
Sholl and Dave Benson in trail) left the BB at 7:30 and
hooked up with Tom Buto and Mike Barefield at the Camp
Fire Grill parking lot in Flat Rock.
I asked if anybody knew a secret route to bypass
Hendersonville and nobody raised their hand so we took
off with me in the lead - blind leading the blind. Several
missed turns and tours through grocery store and gas
station parking lots later we emerged on Highway 191
headed toward Mills River. Fortunately, BCCWNC had
placed "turn here" signs at handy places along the route
so we got there with not too many restarts.
BCCWNC was EXTREMELY well organized and the
process of late registration, getting photographed and
finding our slot on the field went super smooth. The food
trucks weren't yet open but BCCWNC had made several
breakfast casseroles for the workers and there was plenty
left over for this very hungry guy (no utensils but a pocket
knife and a business card served me well).
By about 11 the foggy overcast burned off and the sun
made its prognosticated appearance. Along with the sun
came copious warming and jackets and sweaters soon
disappeared. I have no idea how many spectators were
not show entrants but the parking lot across the road was
pretty full. There were two TCs, 4 TDs, and one
TF. There was a whole universe of TR-6s, one lone TR250 and two TR-4s. There was a whole row of Porches of
every variety and then some Lotuses, a Volvo P-1800 (?),
a Macleran, a couple of Morgans and a couple of
Deloreans. Also a whole gaggle of E-types.
I'm attaching several (one at a time due to size) pics of
spectators enjoying the luxury of sitting in a TD. A young
man, somewhere between 17 and 20, with his dad
stopped by the TD a couple of times and finally worked up
the courage to ask if he could sit in the car. Of course, I
said "yes." Once he was comfortably seated I said
"pretend you're a 'Gone In 60 Second' car thief. If you can
start if you can have it." The TD owners on both sides of
me heard my offer and smiled knowingly. The poor kid
studied and studied and finally pushed in the clutch and
turned the key. No joy (for him). I told him to never
depress the clutch when starting a manual transmission
THE OPEN BONNET

car and to keep trying. He tooted the horn, turned on the
headlights and ultimately gave up. Now I know that I can
safely leave the key in the dash when parking for eats.
Finally (these things need to wrap up at 2:30 instead of
3:30 but that's another issue) the door prizes were
distributed, the 50-50 was drawn and the awards were
given out. I think a couple of awards went to FBCCers but
I was busy trying to get the folding table, chairs and heavy
coats back in the TD - not an easy task. We followed Tom
and Mike through Hendersonville (a much better route that
mine going up, and waved goodbye when 25 split off from
276. Uneventful drive down the Grade and back to the
Brown Building for a well-deserved brewski. While sipping
I inspected the goody bag that had been given out at
registration and saw the "Rules of the Show." Ooops, rule
one was no alcoholic beverages allowed on the show
field. Well, maybe they'll invite me back anyway.

Your Action Required:
Holiday Party at City
Range
By Charlie Blakely
Dear FBCC friends--Please click on the following link
to make your reservation for the FBCC Christmas
party to be held at City Range restaurant in
Greenville on Saturday, Dec. 11. City Range has a
room that will accommodate 90 people, so get your
reservation in early. We look forward to seeing you
all at the party!
https://fbccsc.org/christmas-party-2021/

Mystery Car: What is
This Thing?
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VETERANS’ APPRECIATION DRIVE
FBCC and BCCWNC 4th Annual Joint Drive
November 14, 2021
TENTATIVE*
* Covid-19 Impact and Inclement Weather
Greetings Drivers - MARK YOUR CALENDARS! I have set up the 4th Annual joint drive with the BCCWNC in
Hendersonville and the FBCC in the upstate of SC for Sunday, November 14. There will be three meet-ups this
year to accommodate both clubs’ members.
Ingles in Brevard
Country Store at Highway 11/178
Spinx in Gowensville
A route description that includes a recognition of our veterans on Sassafras Mountain will be sent to you using
our message systems for your review and consideration. Consider this drive event as a highly recommended
adventure for both clubs.
As indicated above this drive and Veterans’ recognitions will be subject to the fall impact of Covid-19 and/or
inclement weather conditions.
I will be sending an email attachment of the participants from the drive roster of the November 2019
event that I ask you to verify the information I have for you. Please reply to me only to acknowledge and
amend, if necessary, the information. If you are not on the “LIST”, send me the information requested
below.
Here’s what I need from new participants.
List yourself and your co-pilot, if you have one.
Which car (year, make, and model) you'll be driving
Where you'll "Meet-up" along the route
Lastly, if you or your co-pilot are veterans, please let me know. I would
like to have your Name, Branch of Service and Rank. This is a
recognition of Veterans and spirited joint fun drive for both British Car
Clubs.
Info needed example:

Kathy Somerville Co-pilot
Meetup at Country Store
1970 Triumph TR 6,
Veteran, Dennis Somerville, USMC, Sergeant
My e-mail is czindms@charter.net.
Denny Somerville

THE OPEN BONNET

The BCCWNC members stood on the NC
side (right) while FBCC members stood on
the SC side (left) after a very emotional
and memorable 2018 Veterans Day
service at Sassafras Mountain
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FBCC and BCCWNC
Joint Annual Veterans
Drive and Celebration
Nov. 14, 2021
I am pleased to announce that the 4 th Joint British
Car Clubs, FBCC and BCCWNC, will be honoring
and celebrating our Veterans with a drive through the
mountains and valleys of western NC and the
upstate of SC on Sunday, November 14.
We will begin our Joint Club Drive at the Ingles in
Brevard and follow a route that includes Becky
Mountain Road, East Fork Road, Highway 178 near
Rosman, Scenic Highway 11, and Highway 133.
FBCC - BCCWNC Joint Group DEPARTS INGLES
at 11:00
FBCC - DEPARTS (11/176) PARKING LOT at 10:00
FBCC Easterners - Depart Sphinx (11/14) at 9:15
FBCC Westerners - Depart Country Store (11/178)
at 9:30
Our destination is the Clubhouse at Keowee
Mountain where the Gathering of Drivers will honor
Veterans. The ceremony of recognition will occur on
the deck overlooking the mountains. A Quilt of Valor
will be awarded by Mr. Ronnie Hall. The nominee
was made by the Carters from the NC Club.
Limited seating is available so be prepared by
bringing a folding chair for your own relaxation.
You are asked to bring a lunch item of your
choosing.
Drinks, chips, and deserts will be provided by the
Somerville Family for those who attend.

General Information
The Joint Veterans’ Drive was started in November
of 2018 which included the British Car Clubs of
western North Carolina and the Foothills British Car
Club of upstate South Carolina.
This was the first Joint Club Adventure of both clubs
hosted by Dennis Somerville of Central SC. He
himself is a USMC Veteran who served in Viet Nam
in 1970.
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Both car clubs, in addition to owning both classic and
modern British Marques, are very patriotic sharing a
common bond with those who have served. In each
of the previous Veterans’ drives, this event has
become one of the most attended and anticipated
drives of the year. The last drive was attended by 39
British automobiles with 71 pilots and co-pilots of
which 13 were honored veterans from the USMC,
USA, USN, USAF, RCAF and the Dutch Army. The
anticipated Marques include examples of Triumphs,
MG, Austin Healeys, Jaguars, Minis, Lotus,
Sunbeam Tigers, DeLorean, and Morgan. We are
especially looking forward to an exhilarating drive, a
beautiful venue overlooking the eastern face of the
Blue Ridge Mountains, and fellowship as we honor
our veterans and their service.

Veterans Drive Route
Distances and Times are Approximate
Depart Ingles Market – Brevard

11:00 PM

Left from parking lot on 276 East to Becky Mountain Rd
3.5 miles
8 minutes
Left on Becky Mountain Rd to 276 via See Off Mountain Rd
4.6 miles
10 minutes
Right on East Fork Rd/276 to US East Fork Rd/178
12.1 miles
25 minutes
Left on 178 East to Highway 178/11 (Country Store)
15.6 miles
30 minutes
Right on 11 South to highway 133
8.6 miles
10 minutes
Left on 133 to Keowee Mountain Entrance
4.8 miles
7 minutes
Left at Keowee Mountain to the Club House
.6 miles

5 minutes
Arrival 12:35 – 12:45PM

Total Miles = 49.9 miles
Total Time = 1 hour - 35 minutes
Keowee Mountain Club House Address
200 Cliff Side Trail, Keowee Mountain, Pickens SC
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British Car Invasion
9/11, Stowe, VT
By David Drum
On September 11th my wife and I attended the British
Invasion Car Show in Stowe Vermont. Attending this

may shows this year, the Jaguar E-Type was
showcased. We arrived about an hour after the
gates opened for visitors, and things were already
busy. When I did my quick initial glance of the show
program and saw that there were 67 different
classes in the People’s Choice Competition, I knew
today was going to be a busy day to see everything.
The vehicle class that was parked closest to the

show had been on my bucket list for several years,
and my wife was gracious enough to allow me to
incorporate attending it with our recent vacation in
New England. Some facts about the show include,
the 2021 show was the 30th time the show has been
held. It is billed as “the largest All British Motorcar
Show and British Lifestyle event in the Eastern

United States”. The show annually attracts between
500 and 650 British Motorcars per year. The
featured marques in 2021 were Rolls-Royce,
Bentley, Austin-Healey and Singer. Additionally, like
THE OPEN BONNET

entrance were vehicles I have a particular interest inSeries Land Rovers, classic Range Rovers and
classic Defenders. From there we walked through

the used parts and other vendors where I spied
many parts that I had imagined where simply
something that was now “unobtainable” but alas
were too large to fit in our suitcases. Next we began
(Continued on page 10)
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at row number 1 and started walking, looking,
gawking and talking. The range of vehicles present
ranged from “just drivable”, to “everyday driver”, to
“how did they get that interior so clean” to “please
just look at the car from an arm’s length away
Concourse”. The portfolio of manufacturers present
covered all bases. In addition to the Rolls and
Bentley boys, there were Austin-Healeys of every
model. MGs of every configuration and type the
plants ever pumped out. Enough Jaguars to fill the
country’s zoos. Lengthy rows of Triumphs to ever
satisfy the most discriminating “not another MG!”
visitor. Morgan, Minis, Morris, Lotus and Jenson.
Damiler, DeLorean, McLaren and TVR. Sunbeams
and Singers. If asked what my favorite car was, it
would happen to be one that wasn’t even in the car
show. Off in the row of “cars for sale” was a Triumph
Gloria. The car had a sign saying the owner was
retiring from showing cars and his collection was up
for sale. The level of restoration was unimaginable.
To say it looked just like it rolled out of the showroom
in 1938 is an understatement. The elegance of the
design, craftsmanship and level of ornate
embellishment was something modern automobiles
will never come close to matching. Unfortunately, the
wife said no, you have enough, and I left this one for
another guy to catch. All in all it was a great day
spent outside, in comfortable weather, surrounded

Member Monthly Series:
What have You Been
Working On?
The editor wishes to thank John Burton for sharing
this project in The Open Bonnet. Please continue
to provide your own stories no matter how big or
small to notanmg@gmail.com .
By John Burton
Got a oil leak on your
British Car, not anymore!
The problem with oil is, it
finds the smallest of gaps
to escape out of, then it's
on the floor!
Well I came across a really
neat little item,, its a PCV
valve !
No ordinary valve, an
adjustable valve!

There's an idle circuit you have to set up first, then a
cruse circuit. It pulls air out of the valve cover with
the aid of a vacuum from the inlet manifold. But then
the magic happens, once the blow by gasses of your
engine become too much they would normally be
blown out anywhere they can find, - hence "Oil Leak"
but with secondary circuit of the PCV valve tuned to
your particular engine the crankcase continues to
stay under negative pressure.
Essentially, the air being drawn out of the valve
cover has to come from somewhere, it comes from
the excess blow by if you have a worn engine and/or
any tiny hole/crack/poor seal/loose valve cover it can
find, hence - "No oil Leak"
Well it can't possibly work,,, so I tried it, and it does
work, my Healey is next!

by British cars and the people that adore, nurture
and embrace them. A genuinely satisfying day. If this
article piqued your interest in the “largest British Car
Show in the eastern US”, the 2022 British Invasion
show is on September 17 and 18, the featured
marques are Triumph, Lotus and Mini, and the
Burlington VT International Airport is a 40 mile drive
away from the show.
THE OPEN BONNET

I'd like to add, that the TR4 engine I fitted the PCV
valve to, didn't just leak oil, it was really bad, too bad
to drive.
Additional information can be found at M/E Wagner
Performance Products – High Performance
Crankcase Ventilation Systems Some cars may also
need a catch can fitted and if the leaks aren't too bad
they might need an additional filter fitting.
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Preface to the FBCC
By Roy Ivey
To me, everyone who has served our country,
whether in uniform or not, is a veteran.

I’ve written two veteran stories about water-borne
intelligence gathering. But this is different. This is the
Veterans’ Day story that I promised, perhaps
threatened, a year ago. There are no pictures
because there can be no pictures other than those
one find on Wikipedia.

We have all seen red lasers and green lasers. But
we cannot see lasers with wave lengths upwards of
700 nanometers because they are invisible. An
invisible laser focused on a window “scatters” and
bounces back to a receptor which allows speech in
the room to be heard and recorded.
As a side note, in about 1970 my school’s physics
lab obtained its first laser. It was red. We conducted
angle of incidence and other optical experiments with
prisms and mirrors, but I do not recall any work with
clear or tinted glass.

Best wishes to all our veterans as we recount our
experiences, for it is in telling these stories they are
kept fresh in our minds.

THE SPY MASTER,
OYSTERS, AND THE
CANOE
By Roy Ivey
In school he was no Einstein. Jim St. James
graduated from Morristown High in New Jersey and
went on to a short stint at Fairleigh Dickinson
University. When he dropped out, he got a job as a
technician at Airtron in Morris Plains. In 1960 the
laser had been invented. Young Jim became
instrumental in developing a “disc” of synthetic ruby
at Airtron to allow industrial applications of this new
laser.
We can only guess why Jim left what would surely
have been a great future at Airtron to join the Army.
In 1961 or 1962, after basic training, he was posted
to Ft. Devens, MA. While appearing to be a normal
post, Ft. Devens was actually the Army Security
Agency’s training center. The super-secret ASA
recruited the Army’s brightest minds to pursue
clandestine technologies. First Lieutenant (later to
become General) Colin Powell was also assigned to
Ft. Devens from 1960-1962.
Many years earlier, William Colby was an OSS
Agent at the end of WWII. He served as CIA Station
Chief in Saigon from 1959 to 1962 and headed the
Far East division until 1973 when he was appointed
Director of the CIA by Richard Nixon. During Colby’s
tenure, research into the laser became top priority
for possible application in espionage.

Secret Intelligence Service building M16
Vauxhall Cross—Wikipedia Commons

William Colby’s leadership in the development of the
laser is rarely reported, though under his guidance
the ASA and the CIA advanced this science. Work
on counter measures began. It was discovered that
green tinted glass attenuated the invisible spectrum.
Initially green tinted glass was hung outside critical
windows at the CIA headquarters in Langley. But,
long after Colby’s retirement, in the mid ‘80s, the
“new” CIA headquarters
building was designed with
attractive green stone to
compliment the nowpermanent, green-tinted
windows.
Another side note: In 1994
the MI6 headquarters also
cast a green glow over
London. Had we shared our
secret technology with
England?
Back in 1969, when he was
Station Chief in Saigon,

William E. Colby

(Continued on page 12)
THE OPEN BONNET
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Colby headed the now-infamous Phoenix Program
which lead to the deaths of 20,000 “northern
insurgents”. Many were thought to be innocent
people.

In 1975 Colby upset his colleagues in the agency
while testifying before the Church Committee. He
disclosed many of the CIA’s top secrets to this
Congressional committee that was investigating “unAmerican activities”. Some in the CIA thought he
was killing the agency while others thought that he
actually saved it. This lead to his retirement, or
worse.
It has been well reported that Colby passed away in
1996 under “questionable circumstances”. Eight
days after he was reported missing his body was
found floating in the Chesapeake Bay. Several wellreported facts raise more questions than they
answer. Was it an accident, murder, or suicide?

He was reported to have taken a solo canoe trip on
that cold and windy April night. Who would do that,
especially since canoes were not suited to the rough
waters of the Bay? (As a side note, he had an Alden
Ocean Shell, not a canoe as erroneously reported.
“Aldens” were designed to handle such waters). But
on a cold windy night ? And he was known to always
wear his life jacket. No life jacket was ever found.

The condition of his body suggested that he had not
been dead for all of those eight days. Chesapeake
Bay is famous for blue shell crabs which would have
devoured him in short order. But his body was pretty
much intact. And the oysters that he had eaten for
dinner on the night he disappeared were fully
digested.
THE OPEN BONNET

So, was it an accident? The medical examiner said it
was an accidental drowning due to a heart attack or
stroke.
Or perhaps suicide? His son, Carl, produced a
documentary claiming it was suicide brought on by
guilt over the Phoenix Project and other events in his
career.
Or, perhaps it was murder. A spy master does not
make many friends. If he was murdered, was it the
KGB? Or the Viet Cong? Or his very own CIA? Or,
perhaps, it was some disgruntled scientist who felt
that his technology had been stolen by the CIA?

We may never know.
And, by the way, whatever happened to my old
friend, Jim St. James?

Welcome New Member
Tim Melton
I am a retired master Toyota mechanic. I worked
for Toyota for about
44 years. I am a
divorcee with two
daughters and two
granddaughters. I
acquired the TR3 in
2003. It was in an
old single car
garage. The body
was sitting on saw
horses with the
chassis underneath
and parts scattered all around. My brother helped
me retrieve all the parts we could find and load up
the truck and trailer. I stored it in my shop for a
while before I finally started on it. I was building
my house at the time and had to finish that before
I could start on the TR3. I took a metal shaping
class and bought an English wheel as well as
metal shaping tools. I did all the restoration and
painting in my shop. I finally finished the car in
2015.
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FBCC Enlightenment:
The Dark Corner Drive
By Tom Buto

What a great day this was in all ways! I think we had
9 cars and 17 participants. The route was excellent,
the weather was great and the camaraderie was
fantastic.
The presentation made by
the volunteer at the Saluda
Historic Depot covered the
history and present day
status of the famous Saluda
Grade that played an
important part in the
development of North and
South Carolina.
Did you know that the

Saluda Grade is still
the steepest rail line
in the country! Even
though trains have
not used this track
for many years,
Norfolk Southern
refuses to sell, allow
development or
even allow folks to
walk on the line.
Too bad. It would
make a great rail to trail conversion.
THE OPEN BONNET
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Links of the Month
(send the editor your favorites)

More Autumn in the Mountains pictures from the
BCCWNC https://www.bccwnc.org/
From Jeff Sholl this fun site:
I stumbled on this while checking out planes as
I'm heading to Wright Patterson AFB. Talks about
the motorcycle Steve McQueen used in The Great
Escape. It was a TR6 Trophy. I guess that would be
the first TR6, from Triumph motorcycles that is. I'm a
big fan of The Great Escape. Hope you enjoy it.
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/news/stevemcqueens-great-escape.html/?
utm_source=penultimate
From David Benson
Way long story but very interesting, and refers to
some Nash Healeys. The Clock Is Ticking for
America's Last AMC Dealership | The Drive
https://www.thedrive.com/news/39807/the-clock-isticking-for-americas-last-amc-dealership

Boring Car Trivia:
Pirelli PZero

We hope you enjoy this monthly
series derived from the 2020 Sniff
Petrol book entitled A MediumSized Book of Boring Car Trivia.

#15) “During the development of
the 2007 DBS, Aston Martin engineers were
struggling to find the right tyre for the car until they
chanced upon a special not-for-sale Pirelli PZero
confected exclusively for the DBS stunt cars used in
the Bond film, Casino Royale. Pirelli agreed to put it
into production and this tyre, coded AMS, ended up
being used not only on the DBS but also on the
Jaguar XKR-S and the rear wheels of some F-types.”
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Garage 24/7 Access
Training November 20
at Jack’s Place!
Tom & Scott will provide a 30-minute presentation
beginning at 9am which is required for 24/7 access
to Jack’s Place.
Members may obtain this access24/7 access
depending on availability/approval from Kirk Fisher at
Ironhorse Motorcycles Lawyers and completing the
required supervisor training. This garage is located
at 617 North Poinsett Highway. Members may use
Jack’s Place if they:
1) Follow all Garage Policies & Procedures,
2) Attend a Supervisor hands-on training session
3) Obtain permission prior to time of use.
Contact Tom Buto at 864-915-0964 for details.

Jack’s Place Gets an
Upgraded 2-Post Lift
By Scott McCombe
A few of you who were at
Jack’s a while back recall
that we almost volunteered
Gerald Petter’s Arkley as a
permanent bit of art work
and it was even well
displayed at eye level. Such
was the case when the twopost lift hydraulics failed with
an LBC well positioned 5
feet off the floor. Thanks to
some ingenuity and creative
use of a floor jack, the lift
was raised off the safety
chocks and gently lowered
back to ground level. Kirk
Fisher contacted a repair service and with a
replacement hydraulic unit, the two-post is back to
full and safe functionality. The FBCC assisted with
some of the cost of the repair and in return, Kirk has
offered to include the FBCC four-post lift in the
annual inspection service he will now employ. A true
win-win situation!
Page 14
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SUCCESS! The FBCC
Annual Fall Picnic
No matter how you measure it, this event was a huge
success. The FBCC has held an annual picnic for
many years and when the pandemic hit, it just had to
drop from our agenda. Now it’s back stronger than
ever.

THE OPEN BONNET
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FBCC Open Garage Tech Sessions
We’re Back at Jack’s Place!!!
Generally, the FBCC garage is open at 9am on
the third Saturday of each month. If you would like
to put your car on the lift, need some help with
some mechanical issue, or just want to hang out,
come and join us. An FBCC Safety Supervisor
(wearing the orange vest) will be responsible for
notifying the general membership and identifying if
a specific activity will take place on that day,
opening the shop and closing it down, and making
certain that the proper safety procedures are
followed.
The FBCC encourages its members to become
garage certified so that they may take advantage of
this facility 24/7 and at their own convenience.
Being garage certified will not necessitate that you
be responsible for open garage Saturdays. Guests
are always welcome to enjoy the fun, but the FBCC
must limit the garage use to member cars only.

Monthly Safety Supervisors 2021
Jack's Place, 617 Poinsett Highway (Rt. 276)
Month
January 16, 2021
February 20, 2021
March 20, 2021
April 17, 2021
May 22, 2021
June 19, 2021
July 17, 2021
August 21, 2021
September 18, 2021
October 16, 2021
November 20, 2021
December 18, 2021
THE OPEN BONNET

Supervisor
Mike Barefield
Tom Buto
Scott McCombe
David Benson
Scott McCombe
Roy Scharwachter
Bob Moore
Mike Blair
Eddie Saunders
Curtis Orlowski
Jud Chapin
TBD

Phone
864-313-7377
864-915-0964
804-519-4018
864-483-2394
804-519-4018
631-848-0377
864-380-3114
864-354-2239
864-787-8787
262-684-3567
864-616-8079
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CLASSIFIEDS
Classified ads and posting products or
services is FREE for any paid member.
Advertise most anything car related within
reason. Contact an FBCC officer or the
newsletter editor at notanmg@gmail.com.

For Sale - Lotus Europa, Midget, and XJ6 Parts

If anyone is looking for parts for a Jag XJ6C or Mk2 I am
going to be parting out a couple of cars. I also have some
Lotus Europa S2 parts and MG midget parts. Peter
Morton peter@nobudgetracing.com

Stuff For Sale - OFFERS WELCOME!!!
 New windshield for Series 2 Sprite, (Moss catalog # 459900, listed at $170). Never used. Still in original
carton. $135.
 Auto Rotisserie, ¾ complete; 13.5’ side bars; one half
of support will have to be fabricated. $75.
 8” Bench Grinder on stand with stone & polishing
wheels $85.
 2 Hanging fluorescent shop lights $10.00
 Parts washer, free standing; like new with fluid &
pump $95.
 Chicago Electric Plasma cutter, as new $185.
 Lincoln Arc Welder with rods. Model AC225-5, 220
Heavy Duty $95
 Assorted tools and Plastic shelves.
 Offers welcome. Call (leave message), text or email
for pictures!
Jim Dunkel, Pendleton, SC, 864-633-6470
dunkeljames@gmail.com

Wanted - TR3 Seats

I’m looking for a set of seats and other parts for my 57’ TR3
project. I’m fine it they are something that need to be rebuilt.
Peter Morton peter@nobudgetracing.com

For Sale - 1986 Panther Kallister

Original US specification car, 2nd owner.
All original documentation, manuals etc. Ford Mustang 4 cylinder engine and auto transmission. 24,000 miles. Some
damage to driver's door as
shown in photos. Cars runs
well.
Bob Rees 864-630-3569 for
Lisa Harrison-Barry

THE OPEN BONNET
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PRODUCTS & SERVICES
Advertisements for Product or Services in
The Open Bonnet are free for current
members. There is no charge for vendor
advertisements when special discounts and
offerings are applied to club member
purchases. Contact an FBCC officer or the
newsletter editor at notanmg@gmail.com.

Brad Penn Oil available at
discounted price to FBCC
"In order to get FBCC pricing on Penn Grade
Oil, make sure you identify yourself as an
FBCC member when you call Shawn"

John's British Classics
864-872-2424
Discounted parts offer for
FBCC Members Only.
FBCC – NAPA Club Discount
By Mike Barefield

We have finally completed setting up
a Club Discount for FBCC with NAPA.
This discount is called a “Garage Discount.” It will
allow FBCC members to receive the same discount
as a commercial garage receives. The amount of
the discount will be based on the item purchased.
All you need to do is tell the counter person you are
with Foothills British Car Club or FBCC and our
account number is 4596. This is setup as a cash or
credit card charge. This discount is offered for
CORP. NAPA Stores. NAPA should honor this
discount Nation Wide. Napa also has franchise
owner Stores in some locations and it is up to these
locations to accept this agreement or not.

THE OPEN BONNET
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The Open Bonnet
Published monthly by The Foothills British
Car Club on the website www.fbccsc.org
Scott McCombe, Editor
Karen McCombe, Proofreader
201 Club View Drive
Greenville, SC 29609
(804) 519-4018
The FBCC Newsletter appreciates all submitted
material for publication. However, neither its
editors nor the FBCC accepts responsibility for
content accuracy or problems resulting from
following suggestions included herein.
Articles may be submitted in person, by snail
mail, or by email.

Order Your FBCC
Personal Name Tag(s)
The FBBC has a strong commitment to knowing
the names of its members. You may order an
engraved magnetic name tag for $11 each.
Send
forms
to
the
Tom
Buto
at
butot@bellsouth.net or mail to 103 Croft St.
Greenville, SC 29609. Since these do not use
pins, they are suitable for casual and formal
wear. Printed nametags and lanyards are
available at no charge should that be your
preference.

John
Doe

Raffle Tickets

During our Monthly Meeting you could be the next
lucky 50/50 raffle winner. Tickets are $1.00 but
you can receive an additional FREE TICKETS
when you:
1) Wear your Name Tag,
2) Drive a British Car, or
3) Know The Open Bonnet Secret Word

Join the Foothills
British Car Club

It’s easy. Fill out a membership form found at
www.fbccsc.org and submit electronically, or
mail to the address below. Members receive
this monthly newsletter and club emails through
the FBCC Google Group, advertise car stuff for
free, and have access to a well-furnished 2-bay
service station garage affectionately called
“Jack’s Place”. All this for an annual fee of $30.
FBCC
c/o Tom Buto, Treasurer
103 Croft Street
Greenville, SC 29609

THE OPEN BONNET

1958
Austin Healey

FBCC Nametag Order Form
Nametags cost $11 each and are 1 1/2 inches x 3 inches
20 Characters total max per tag
First Nametag
Line One ______________________________________
Line Two ______________________________________

Line Three _____________________________________
Second Nametag
Line One ______________________________________
Line Two ______________________________________
Line Three _____________________________________
Paid: $_________ Check $___________ Cash

Page 19

FOOTHILLS BRITISH CAR CLUB

2021 FBCC Officers
President

Terry Jackson

248-880-9573

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Board Member
Board Member

Charles Blakely
Jeff Sholl
Tom Buto
Wayne Elder
David Drum

864-934-1295
864-283-9548
864-915-0964
229-942-9551
864-384-1836

Board Member

Mike Barefield

864-313-7377

Board Member

Wayne Telman

864-634-1344

Advisor
Advisor
Advisor-Past President
Garage Foreman
Website Manager
Communications Coordinator

Eddie Sauders
John Sharpe
Curtis Orlowski
Tom Buto
Al Converse
Scott McCombe

864-787-8787
864-934-6436
262-684-3567
864-915-0964
585-739-1035
804-519-4018

Calendar of Events
Nov
.21
5-8
13
9
14
20
27
Dec
.21
11

Tryon Rolling Art Show, 83 Palmer St., Tryon, SC
Hilton Head Concours d’Elegance
Cars & Coffee @ Easley (2nd Saturday of the month)
FBCC Mtg Silver Bay Seafood – Simpsonville, 29681
Veterans Appreciation Drive
FBCC Open Garage (9am) 617 Poinsett Hwy (276)
Cars & Coffee @ Michelin (4th Saturday of the Month)

SAT
FRI-Sun
SAT
TUES
SUN
SAT
SAT

Entry Form on Facebook
http://www.hhiconcours.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CarsAndCoffeeEasley/
Terry Jackson
Denny Somerville
Jud Chapin
https://www.facebook.com/CarsCoffeeUpstate/

Cars & Coffee @ Easley (2nd Saturday of the month)
FBCC Holiday Party
Cars & Coffee @ Michelin (4th Saturday of the Month)

SAT
SAT
SAT

https://www.facebook.com/CarsAndCoffeeEasley/
.Charlie Blakely
https://www.facebook.com/CarsCoffeeUpstate/
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248-880-9573
864-508-4877
864-616-8079

248-880-9573
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